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Amendments to the Claims : 

1. (currently amended) A method of constructing a composite comprising, in any 
order: 

selecting a first layer with a first surface energy; 

selecting a second layer with a second surface energy greater than said first 

surface energy; 
providing access in said first layer to said second layer; 

bonding said first and second layers; so that said composite provides a unified 
structure wherein , with Gaid unifi e d structur e providing a diff e r e ntial e n e rgy 
gradient comprised of the difference in surface energy between said first 
surface energy and said second surface energy is sufficient such se that a 
liquid placed atop said first layer at least partially penetrates said access in 
said first layer to said second layer. 

2. (original) A method as in claim 1 fiirther comprising providing access in said first 
layer to said second layer through activating said composite. 

3. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1 wherein said further oompriaing 

golocting a first layer with a said first surface energy is further comprising a 
hydrophobic surface en e rgy and said second surface energy is hvdrophilic . 

4-6. (cancelled) 

7. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1 wherein said first layer is a furth e r 
comprising providing a first nonwoven layer and said second laver is a thermoplastic 
layer . 

8-9. (cancelled) 

10. (currently amended) A method of constructing a composite comprising, in any 
order: 

providing a first layer having a first surface energy ; 
providing a second layer having a second surface energy ; 
providing apertures in said second layer; 
providing said first layer with a first surfaco energy; 

providing said s e cond lay e r with wherein said a second surface energy is greater 
than said first surface energ y; and 

wherei n ; so that said composite provides a unified structure , whereinv witb said 
unified structure has providing a differential surface energy gradient between 
said first and second layers compris e d of the difforonco in surfaco on e rg>^ 
between said first surface on e rg>^ and said second surface en e rgy . 
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1 1 . (currently amended) A method as in claim 10 wherein furth e r comprising 
providing said apertures are provided in said second layer using a pressure differential 
source. 

12. (original) A method as in claim 10 further comprising providing access in said 
first layer through activating said composite. 

13. (currently amended) A method as in claim 10 wherein furth e r comprising 
providing access is provided in said first layer to at least one of said apertures so that 
a liquid placed atop said first layer at least partially penetrates said access in said first 
layer to said second layer. 

14. (currently amended) A method as in claim 13 wherein further compriGing 
providing said s e cond layer with a said second surface energy is sufficiently greater 
than said first surface energy which is suffici e nt to at least partially drive fluid 
through at least one of said apertures of said second layer and so through said 
composite. 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (currently amended) A method as in claim 10 wherein further compriGing 
s e l e cting a first layer with a said first surface energy is furth e r comprioing a 
hydrophobic surface en e rgy and said second surface energy is hydrophilic . 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (currently amended) A method as in claim 10 wherein said first layer is a furth e r 
comprioing providing a first nonwoven lave r. and said second layer is a thermoplastic 
layer . 

19-20. (cancelled) 

21. (currently amended) A composite comprising a unified structure comprising^w 
any ord e r : 

a first layer with a first surface energy and having at least one recess; 

a second layer with a second surface energy which is greater than said first surface 

energy; 

wherein with said unifi e d structure providing a diff e rential e n e rg\^ gradient 

compris e d of the difference in surfac e e n e rgy between said first surface energy 
and said second surface energy is sufficient such so that a liquid placed atop 
said first layer at least partially penetrates said recess in said first layer to said 
second layer. 

22. (currently amended) A composite as in claim 2 1 where said comprising:a first 
layer with a first surfac e e n e rgy and having at least one rocoGG;a second layer 
has with a s e cond surface energy which is great e r than said first surfac e 
en e rgy and having at least one aperture; and 

wherein with said at least on e r e c e ss providing accosG to said at l e ast one aperture 
sufficient to provid e for a liquid b e ing placed atop said first layer to b e driv e n 
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at loast partially through said at loaGt ono rocoGG and into said at loaat on e 
apertur e , provided that the differential between said first surface energy and 
said second surface energy is sufficient to at least partially drive said liquid 
fluid through at least one of said apertures of said second layer and go through 
said composite . 

23. (currently amended) A composite as in claim 2 1 wherein said first layer is 
material for ugo in an abGorbont article having a topshe e t, and abGorbont cor e , and a 
baokoh ee t, th e mat e rial comprising: 

a substantially hydrophobic nonwoven layer^ t and said second layer is a 

substantially hydrophilic film layer bonded with the nonwoven layer such that 
areas of the film layer are exposed through the nonwoven layer. 

24-25. (cancelled) 

26. (currently amended) The composite mat e rials of claims claim 23 or 2^ wherein 
the formed film layer and the nonwoven layer form an activated composite. 

27. (currently amended) A method as in claim 10, wherein the steps of providing said 
first layer, providing said second layer, and providing said apertures comprise: fef 
forming a material for ugo in an absorbent articl e , the method comprising, in any 
order. 

introducing a first molten thermoplastic material to a vacuum forming drum; 
exerting a vacuum on the vacuum forming drum to form said second layer with 

said apertures a-fito; 
introducing fibers of a second thermoplastic material onto the film during, or soon 

after formation of the film^ to create said first layer and thereby form a 

composite; and 

activating introducing the composite to an activation proc e ss to create localized 
disturbances in the nonwoven portion of the composite such that the second 
layer film is exposed through the second layer nonwoven portions . 

28. (currently amended) A method as in claim 27, wherein said fibers are molten, fer 
forming a mat e rial for use in an absorb e nt articl e , th e m e thod comprising: 

introducing a first molten thermoplastic material to a vacuum forming d rufflt 

oxorting a vacuum on the vacuum forming drum to form a f\\m j 

introducing molten fib e rs of a s e cond thermoplastic mat e rial onto th e film during, 

or soon after formation of the film to creat e a composit e ; and 
introducing the composit e to an activation procoGS to cr e ate localiz e d disturbances 

in th e nonwov e n portion of th e composit e such that th e film is e xpos e d 

through the nonwov e n portions. 

29. (cancelled) 

30. (currently amended) A composite n absorbent article which can be prepared using 
the method of claim 10. using th e materials of th e abov e claims as a topshoot. 

3 1 . (currently amended) An absorbent article comprising said composite of claim 30. 
is using the materials of the above claims as an intermediate layer. 
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32. (currently amended) An absorbent article of claim 31 wherein said composite is an 
intermediate layer or having a body facing aide and a garment facing oide opposit e th e 
body facing Gid e > th e body facing sid e having a topsheet comprising: 

a formed film layer; and 

a nonwov e n lay e r on th e body facing sid e of th e form e d film and having 

disturbanc e s that allow a plurality of portions of th e form e d film to bo oxpoo e d 
to th e body facing sido of th e article . 

33. (cancelled) 

34. (currently amended) An absorbent article as in claim ^31 fiirthor comprising a 

f e mal e monstrual product. 

selected from the group consisting of: a bandage, an infant incontinence product, child 
incontinence product an adult incontinence product, an incontinence product, a 
sanitary napkin, a female menstrual product. 


35-40, (cancelled) 


